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Year 3 



Speech Sounds 

When we speak we use 44 speech sounds. All the words in English are 
made up of just 44 sounds. There are about 24 consonant speech 
sounds and 20 vowel sounds. 

The consonant speech sounds 

Some of the consonant speech sounds can be stretched and others 
can be bounced. The shaded boxes below contain ‘stretchy’ sounds.  



 

Different ways of spelling speech sounds 

There are different ways to spell each of the speed sounds.  
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Vowel Speech Sounds 



Year 3/4 Common Exception Words 

These are the statutory words that all children in Year 3 and 4 are   
expected to be able to spell. They are words that do not follow the 

rules and  patterns of spelling. The children learn these  

as ‘orange words’ throughout spelling lessons.  

 



Year 3 Spelling Sequence 



 

Spelling Strategies 

 

The children are taught spelling through Read Write Inc lessons where 
they are introduced to the patterns and rules of a particular spelling. 
This knowledge is then applied through our spelling strategy.  

 

This flowchart shows the process we use for spelling an unfamiliar or 
new word. It applies everything they have been taught in a practical 
and systematic way.   

 


